Waste Gas Steel
Fabrication Uses
Whitney 3400 XP

Waste Gas Steel Fabrication is a metal fabricator located in
Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania (USA). Kyle Cloman, president and
owner, has worked in the business as a welder when he was
in high school. Now that he is the owner, Mr. Cloman has in-
vested heavily in new equipment.

A Whitney 3400 XP with automation was purchased in
2003. This combination punching and plasma cutting ma-
chine and integrated material handling equipment was pur-
chased to fill a productivity gap between their laser-cutting
machine and large plasma-cutting tables, and their machin-
ing operations. Mr.Cloman saw the opportunity to produce
parts in one operation rather than two, saving time and re-
ducing the production costs. These savings could be passed
on to his customers.
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On the Whitney 3400 XP, the production cycle is auto-
matic and complete. Raw steel is loaded and positioned by
the PartHANDLER-II automation system. Parts are punched
and plasma cut by the 3400 XP. Small finished parts are re-
moved automatically using a drop door; larger parts are off-
loaded by the PartHANDLER-II using programmable
magnets. A large drop table removes the completed skele-
tons while production continues, uninterrupted, on the next
plate.

Tony Martelli, Operations Manager, is very pleased with
the edge quality as well as the increased production speed.
Waste Gas is finding that the plasma-cut is “90 percent” as
good as what they get from their laser and considerably bet-
ter than the cut from their plasma burning tables.

Parts that used to be cut on the laser or plasma machine,
then moved to a machining center for the internal features,
are now cut and punched in one step on the 3400 XP. “A lot
of the parts can go on the Whitney and be produced in half
the time as the laser,” says Mr. Cloman. “And the savings is
substantial when we compare the low hourly rate to run the
Whitney to the big laser. The Whitney machine allowed us to
go back to some of our customers and give them cost cuts
they had been asking for,” he adds.
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